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FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: XD, OCON 

SUBJECT: CHIEFS OF MISSION CONFERENCE 

I HAVE RECENTLY HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS WITH EACH OF 
YOU THE POSSIBILITY OF A SOUTH ASIAN CHIEFS OF MISSION 
CONFERENCE. THERE WAS GENERAL ENTHUSIASM FOR THE IDEA. I 
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF A 
MEETING, PERHAPS IN DELHI, SHORTLY AFTER THE SECRETARY'S 
VISIT IN MID DECEMBER. IF THE SECRETARY WERE TO GO TO 
OTHER SOUTH ASIAN POSTS DURING THE SAME TRIP, THE MEETING 
COULD BE HELD AFTER HIS DEPARTURE. THIS WOULD PERMIT US 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO REVIEW THE RESULTS OF THE SECRETARY'S VISIT AS WELL AS 
THE OVERALL STATE OF RELATIONS. IF THIS TIMING IS IN- 
CONVENIENT. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN OTHER THOUGHTS YOU 
MIGHT HAVE. PLEASE SLUG REPLY FOR NEA DISTRIBUTION ONLY. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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